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WORKING POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT IN THE COMMUNITY 
- Average 1980 -
The latest estimates from the National Statistical Services show that the population 
of the Community, enlarged to ten Member countries by the inclusion of Greece, rose 
to 270,9 million persons in 1980, of which the working population (i.e. the total of 
those in employment or unemployed) amounted to 116,2 million. 
The activity rate, which is the ratio of the working population to the total popula-
tion, continued to rise; from 42,3% in 1970, to 42,9% in 1980. The growth came essen-
tially from the continued increase in participation of women. For the Community of 
Ten, in 1970 27,5% of the female population were included in the working population; 
in 1980 the figure was 30,7%. 
For the Community as a whole, the number in employment increased between 1979 and 1980 
(+ 0,3%) but at a slower rate than the increase in the working population (+ 0,7%), 
the growth of which mainly reflected the rapid increase in unemployment. In most 
Community countries, the evolution of employment was positive; in the United Kingdom, 
however, there was a marked decline. 
Employment in the services sector showed an increase in all Member countries, but 
employment diminished in the industrial sector of the Community, notably because of 
appreciable reductions in the United Kingdom (- 4,1%) and Belgium (- 2,2%). For the 
whole Community in 1980 54,4% of the people with jobs were engaged in services, 37,6% 
in industry and 8,0% in agriculture. 
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METHODOLOGICAL REMARKS : 
Data given in this note incorporate revisions in the series. The 1930 figures are provisional for all countries. The series 
"Total working population, Total employment. Total employees and Services" include the armed forces except in the case of 





DE EUROPÆISKE FÆLLESSKABERS STATISTISKE KONTOR 
STATISTISCHES A M T DER EUROPÄISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN 
STATISTICAL OFFICE OF THE EUROPEAN C O M M U N I T I E S 
OFFICE STATISTIQUE DES COMMUNAUTÉS EUROPÉENNES 
ISTITUTO STATISTICO DELLE COMUNITÀ EUROPEE 
BUREAU VOOR DE STATISTIEK DER EUROPESE GEMEENSCHAPPEN 
Luxembourg-Kirchberg, Boîte postale 1907 -Té l . 43011 -Télex : Comeur Lu 3423 
1049 Bruxelles, Bâtiment Berlaymont, Rue de la Loi 200 (Bureau de liaison) - Tél. 735 80 40 
NOTE More detailed information on unfimploymenl is contained in the yearly publi-
cation «EUROSTAT Employment and Unemployment»). 
N O TE Des informations plus dátriillénp, sur le chômaçjo sont publiées annuellement 
dans /EUROSTAT Emploi Pt chômage» 
information 
B. L A N G E V I N - té l . 4301-3203 
A . T H I E R R Y - té l . 4301-3446 
Luxembourg Office des publications officielles des Communautés européennes, 1981 
Reproduction is subject to acknowledgement of the source 
Reproduction subordonnée à l'indication de la source 
Printed in Luxembourg 
TOTAL POPULATION AND TOTAL WORKING POPULATION 











KINGDOM IRELAND DANMARK ELLAS 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































x n J u d i n g -irmftd f o r c e s 
¿CD e s t i m a t e ; 
[.'KOSTAT e s t i m a t « 

T A B . 2 





























































ACTIVITY RATES (%) 
(Total working population as a percentage of the total population) 
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'Λ> excluding armed forces 
fc) OECD estimate 
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